
local band, w
hich she w

as im
m

ediately
asked to join. Since then, B

etancourt
has becom

e prom
inent in m

any differ-
ent m

usical ventures and recently
becam

e part of the Island 92 team
 as

s he ventures into broadcasting, guest-
ing w

ith Soc on M
onday’s Fresh A

ir In
The M

orning. 

She has a vibrant energy and a pow
er-

ful voice, w
hich lends itself to m

any
different styles of m

usic. She can be
seen perform

ing w
ith various island

m
usicians in sm

aller groups. O
n

M
onday you can find her at C

hurch O
n

M
onday at the R

ed Piano, W
ednesday

at the R
iu Palace in A

nse M
arcel w

ith
C

ategory 5, and Thursday w
ith PA

SH
 at

Little B
ay D

ivi R
esort. Friday after-

noons she’s w
ith the Sunshine B

and at
O

yster B
ay R

esort before Koolberry
Jam

 kick it out at Lagoonies B
ar and

B
istro on Friday evenings. A

 very busy
lady, you have plenty of opportunities
to sam

ple her joyful perform
ances.

BettiV
St M

aarten singer/songw
riter B

etty V
N

isbeth has developed a vocal style
blending sm

ooth jazz, and neo-soul
elem

ents. W
ith over 25 years in the

m
usic industry, she has graced m

any a
stage locally, regionally and interna-
tionally plying her trade w

ith the
island’s top bands like B

ad B
oys, Tonka

and Friends, and Youth W
aves. 

She is equally at hom
e in the w

orld of
film

 and theatre. M
entored by the late

Sir Ian Valz,  she w
as cast in the A

m
erican

TV series ‘Trade W
inds’, the plays ‘The Peacock D

ance’ and
‘A

ntillean H
ouse’ and St M

aarten’s first locally produced aw
ard-

w
inning feature film

, ‘The Panm
an: Rhythm

 of the Palm
s’. 

In radio, she hosted The B
ettiV

 M
orning Show

 for three
years on 92.5FM

. In 2012 she recorded the duet ‘W
e C

an
Sm

ile A
gain’ by producer D

ion G
um

bs, and released her ow
n

single ‘H
old O

n’. 

She has perform
ed w

ith the likes of legendary B
ankie B

anx,
Junior Jazz, O

m
ari B

anks, True Intentions, and B
ritish

D
ependency from

 A
nguilla. She has been the opening act for

Etana, O
range G

rove, and Shady B
rothers and she’s per-

form
ed at the St B

arth’s B
ucket R

egatta, D
une Preserve in

A
nguilla, B

illfish Tournam
ent, FCC

A
 C

onference, and
H

eineken R
egatta. 

B
ettiV

 continues to m
ake her m

ark and is currently co-pro-
ducing, w

riting and recording her first solo album
 w

ith pro-
ducer C

onnis V
anterpool. You can catch her w

eekly perform
-

ances at Karakter, Taco M
acho, and Layla’s.

Listen to these w
onderfully talented singers at the various

venues m
entioned. You w

on’t regret it.

m
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Christine G
ordon

C
hristine G

ordon hopped on a 'plane to paradise' in 2004
and has been m

aking w
aves ever since. She w

as resident
artiste at the 5 Star C

arl G
ustav H

otel in St B
arth for seven

years. There she m
et her 'soul band', Youth W

aves, and w
as

first invited to com
e to St M

aarten by Patou to sing at the
H

eineken R
egatta, w

hich she has now
 been doing for over

ten years. 

G
ordon’s live repertoire is greatly varied, and her special

genre, C
aribbeanSoulJazz, largely focuses on island

favorites, soul classics and jazz standards and she has three
album

s to date: ‘The W
orth of M

y Soul’ and ‘C
hristine LIV

E’
on iTunes as w

ell as her C
hristm

as album
 ‘The G

reatest G
ift’.

A
w

ay from
 perform

ing, she is extrem
ely passionate about

sharing her love of m
usic w

ith the children of the island,
encouraging them

 to realize their dream
s.

A
t present she is involved in organizing and perform

ing at
events on the Plaza at Porto Cupecoy, w

here she plays m
ost

W
ednesday evenings w

ith her band. O
n Thursday she can be

found at Sonesta G
reat B

ay H
otel w

ith Jerem
ie H

uot, and on
Friday at C

anoa in O
yster B

ay. The venues sw
itch to the

R
endezvous Lounge on Saturday, and to La Sam

anna on
Sunday.

Kelly Betancourt 
Kelly B

etancourt is the lead singer of the bands C
hurch and

Koolberry Jam
. H

ailing from
 the D

om
inican R

epublic, she has
integrated very successfully into the St M

aarten m
usic

scene. She cam
e to the island as a young child and per-

form
ed in plays and show

s in elem
entary school.

She m
oved to the U

S to live w
ith her father, w

here school,
w

ork and even a m
arriage dom

inated her life until 2010,
w

hen she returned to St M
aarten, sang a guest spot in a

Christine G
ordon

Kelly Betancourt 

BettiV

D
ivasof SXM

St M
aarten needs be envious of now

here w
hen it com

es to m
usical talent, and the

w
om

en are no exception to this rule. W
e are privileged to have quite a few

 talent-
ed fem

ale singers, and here are just three that the island has to offer. by M
r. Skin


